Newspaper Clips, October 1, 2011

Telegraph Kolkata
30.09.2011 P-6

II'Ts seek
Rs 25 lakh

per teacher
for research

BASANTKUMAR
MOHANTY

New Delthi, Sept 29: Faced
with shortage of fuinds forre-
search, the IITs have de-
manded separate funding to
the tune of Bs 25 akh per fac-
ulty every yvear o focus more
on technology development.

The ITT directors have sa-
id the existing funding from
the human resources min-
istry is too inadeguate & an-
dertake research activities in
a big way. The minisiry gives
avround Rs 100 erore each.

“After spending on hostels
and buildings and other thin-
s, there is small amouant left
which is spent on research....
That is why we are asking for
Rs 25 Ialkih as a separate per-
faculty grant for the IITs.
This money would help us pr-
ocure new eguipment and
undertake research in a big
way” IIT Guwahati director
Gautam Barunah +#old The
Telegraph.

“When we compare our
funding with the funding in
the reputed institutions acr-
oss the workd, it is clear that
we are spending very less on
research. That makes the dif-
ference., You cannot do re-
search unless yvou have those
high-end eguipment.™

According to their propo-
salk, each IIT will get research
grant of Rs 25 lakh per facul-
Ty, For example, IIT Guwa-
hati will get Rs 75 crove every
yvear for research since it has
about 300 faculiy members.

As per the proposal, each
11T will set up a research ad-
visory couancil which will
plan out research works.

The govermment had ear-
lier set up a cominittee under
IIT Kanpur director S.G.
Dhande to suggest ways o
improve research infrastruc-
fure in the IITs,

The commititee felt spon-
sored research projecis have
created “unexpected difficul-
ties”. Such projecis spread
over a tine period ranging
between three ta five years.

The cormmittee has sakd
the IITs can focus On resea-
reh to provide solutions in
areas such as hydrocarbon,
renawable energy environm-
ent and earmmunication.
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Higher education data from UGC
surpass govt stats, near China’s

KirtikaSuneja .

New Delhl,Sept30 - -
QON after the government'’s
yardstick of measuring
povertykickedupastorm,an-

other could be brewing in the social
sector Though official figures show
only a small percentage of Indians
receivinghighereducation, the Uni-
versity Grants Commission (UGC)
feels the numbers are much higher,
closertoChina’s,

So, while the ministry of human
resource development estimates
gross enrolment ratio (GER) at 15%
by the end of the 11th Five-Year Plan,
theUGChasmeasuredit closeto20%.
GER is an indicator of the actual
number of students enrolled visa-a-
visthenumber of potential students.

“Qur estimates show GER may ha-
vealready touched 20%. The National
Sample Survey Organisationdatatoo

showwearevery closetothisnumber.
We have overachieved our target and
at the current pace of expansion, we
might hit 30% much before 2020,
thanks to increased participation by
the private sector;” UGC chairman
Ved Prakash told FE. This means in-
stead of trailing China (which hasa
GER of 22%)by a widemargin, India
is close and catching up fast. More-
ovey, if highereducation continues to
expand at the current pace, the 30%

targetmaybereached infiveyears, in-
stead of 2020 as projected by the min-
istry. The UGC has cited NSSQ's 2007-
08 survey which found GER crossed
17% tosupport itsestimates,
| The UGC numbers may trigger a
. ‘fresh look at government allocations
» :for higher education. The Planning
* Commission has constituted a com-
mittee to look into GER in higher ed-
ucation and the mid-term appraisal
of the 11th Plan suggested that the

BOOKMARKS

Number of universities in India
. CURRENT:

Central universities  _

State universities

Private universities N
NEEDED (approx): 1,200 universities,
10,000 technical institutions

next Five-Year Plan may consider in-
cremental GER expansion by 10%.

A ministry official said that the
governmen{ was conductingahigh-
er educatioh survey that looks at
GER. “The result will come out in
November but the Planning Com-
mission's exercise is expected to be
completed earlier. Also, the UGC is
better equipped to reveal the num-
bers,”saidaseniorministryofficial.

DGCisconfidentthatGER inhigh-
er education will reach either 23.5%
or27 % by theendof the 12th Plan, if
the current pace is maintained.

Previous estimates had setIndia’s
GERinhighereducationat15%, trail-
ing the global average of 24%, devel-
opingcountriesat18 % and developed
countries’58%.Indiahadahigherter-
tiary education GER in 1999 than that
of China(6%). However, China'sGER
wentupte22%, beating India in 2007.
m Continved on Page 2
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Ministry for HRD under the
leadership of Mr. Kapil Sibal has
taken up the task of expanding
higher education opportunities
and reform administrative and
regulatory structures to realise
the nation’s potential.

ndia’s demographic

dividend is well docu-

mented - its massive

young population that
will enter the workforce
in coming years coincides
with an ageing popula-
fion in much of the devel-
oped world,

The UPA Government
has taken up the task of
ensuring that India does
not miss the opportunity
to capitalise on the poten-
tial of her human
resources - and thus,
realise the nation's poten-
tial. Working with access,
equity and quality as the

cornerstones of its phi-

losophy, the HRD min-
istry has spearheaded an
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Young minds for a stronger nation

unprecedented drive to
expand higher education
opportunities, while
simultaneously looking to
retorming the adminis-
trativ? and regulatory
structure.

The government has
set the target of increas-
ing the gross enrollment
ratic in higher education
from 12.4 per cent in
2010 to 30 per cent by
2020. A slew of new insti-
tutions have been set up,
while existing institutions
have been encouraged
to expand.

Reforms have beenini-
tiated to increase the
autonomy of higher edu-
cational institutions. At the
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same time, the govern-
ment has introduced bills
in Parliament to ensure
that students and parents
do not become victims of
unfair practices and can
pick institutions based on
independent accredita-
tion of standards.

The government has
also initiated a national
debate on streamlining
procedures for entry inte
universities, colleges and
professional institutions.
Instead of multiple
entrance tests, the gov-
ernment is considering
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developing a National
Test Service (NTS) that
could evaluate the apti-
tude of students through
a single testing system.

Greater weightage can
also be given to class X|I
Board examination marks
under this proposal which
the government is dis-
cussing with all stake-
holders - including state
governments - before
artiving at a decision.
Committed to broader
social goals, the govern-
ment has in its higher
educational institutions

A‘Hniﬂer of Human Resource Development, Governn

. 22™ Decgzhar 2010, Vigyon Bhawnn, New D
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pursued 27 per cent
reservations for other
backward classes
(OBCs) as required under
the Central Educational
Institutions {Reservation
in Admissions} Act.

The government has
aiso implemented key
suggestions of the
Justice Rajinder Sachar
Committee on the socio-
economic status of
Muslims, and worked
towards empowering
minority communities
through access to
quality education.
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SHADOW A CHIEF EXECUTIVE
B-school students can bid for

‘a day with their role model’

G. Naga Sridhar

Hyderabad, Sept. 30

Students at the top three Indian Institutes
of Management (IIMs) and XLRI keen on
having a date with their role model
business leaders now have an opportunity
to do so.

The Indian School of Business (ISB)
here has thrown open its ‘Shadow a CEQ’
programme to the IIMs at Ahmedabad,
Bangalore and Calcutta and XLRI this
year.

All that the students need to do is bid
online and win a date with a CEQ. This
will get them the experience to “shadow”
him/her for an entire day and observe
how he/she leads business operations.

The reason behind expanding the reach
of the programme was to generate more
money for charity and provide non-1SB
students an opportunity to meet and learn
from corporate honchos, Mr Ajit
Rangnekar, Dean, ISB, told Business Line
here today.

As of now, 23 CEOs, including the
founder and Chief Mentor of Infosys, Mr
N. R. Narayana Murthy; non-executive

chairman of HDFC Group, Mr Deepak
Parekh, the Godrej group chief, Mr Adi
Godrej; and the A. V. Birla group head,
Mr Kumar Mangalam Birla, have
confirmed their participation.

BIDDING

Students can bid on-line up to October 5
with a minimum of Rs 5,000 to shadow a
particular CEOQ. The highest bidder wins.
The CEO then contributes an equal
amount, if not more. The total fund will
go to a charity of the CEO’s choice.

Mr Narayana Murthy had received the
highest number of bids last year when
the programme was limited only to ISB
students. L

“As I look back, the experience of ©
spending a day with Mr Murthy looks: . .,
still amazing and unbelievable,” recalled
Mr Chaitanya Sagar Sethu, an alumnus
of ISB who was with Mr Murthy last
year.

Mr Sethu could participate in five
business meetings with him and was
inspired when Mr Murthy said work
would help him unwind.

Fa
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Building opportunities for professional education

t's the biggest expansion in the
country’s apex higher educational
institutions since the 1960s and
it's stiil on. The present HRD
Minister Kapil Sibal is serious over
the penetration of higher education
in the country and is working
aggressively towards it.

The UPA government has
increased the number of the IITs
from 7 10 15 over the past three
years and plans to upgrade the
Institute of Technology, Banaras

o

Hindu University (IT-BHU) into an
IIT through amendments that will be
brought before Parliament.

The government has also
launched four new IIMs in
Tiruchirapalii, Rohtak, Raipur and
Ranchi last year and two more |IMs
in Kashipur and Udaipur are in the
plan for this year. The Rajiv Gandhi
IIM in Shillong was also launched
in 2008.

Other top new institutions include
five new Indian Institutes of Sclence

o

Education and Research (IISERs)
which are working and 10 new
National Institutes of Technology
and 20 new Indian Institutes of
Information Technology (lIiTs) are
in the pipeline. The IlITs are pro-
posed to be set up in Public Private
Partnership (PPP) moda,

A scheme to set up 374 model
colleges one in each educationally
backward district has been
launched and the government has
started finalising institutions that will

benefit from the scheme.

The government is also onsid-
ering a scheme for central |ssis-
tance to state governments tohcen-
tivise them to set up new high¢ edu-
cational institutions. ’1

To ensure that meritorio stu-

dents do not miss out on high{ edu-

cation opportunities becatse of
financial resources, UPA gbern-
ment launched the lanénark
Education Loan interest Spsidy
schema.
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